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BPA land purchase along the John Day Middle Fork

targets major benefits for salmon and steelhead

PORTLAND, Ore. -Sone of the best spring chinook spawning gravel in
Oregon will soon provide protected habitat for even nore fish. That
gravel, home to 40 percent of the chinook spawning in the M ddle Fork of
the John Day River, is part of the 4,295-acre Forrest Ranch that the
Bonnevi | | e Power Admi nistration has purchased for $3.9 mllion on behalf
of the Confederated Tribes of the Warm Springs Reservation

BPA purchased the Forrest Ranch as part of its effort to recover fish
and wildlife affected by the construction of the Federal Colunbia R ver
Power System This high priority conservation and recovery project can
be i nmpl enented to provide i medi ate and measur abl e benefits to
anadromous fish that have been |listed under the Endangered Species Act
as threatened or endangered. It hel ps satisfy the agency’s Endangered
Speci es Act obligations and furthers the Northwest Power Pl anning
Council’s fish and wildlife program

Sunmer steel head and bull trout, both |isted as threatened under the
Endangered Species Act, will benefit fromthe purchase through
restoration of valuable rearing habitat. The tribes will enhance
existing critical rearing areas for juvenile fish on 4.4 nmles of the
Mddle Fork and 1.7 miles of the mainstem John Day River and their
tributaries on the ranch under a new nanagenent plan. Meanwhile, the
upl and and riparian areas of the ranch will provide good habitat for
bi rds, deer, elk and other ani nmals.

The significance of this purchase cannot be overstated, sai d Bobby
Brunoe, general manager of the Warm Springs Tribes’ Natural Resource
Departnment. The John Day is a unique river because it has no nmjor dans
and is hone to wild, not hatchery, salnon and steel head. This stretch of
the Mddle Fork is anong the nbst productive parts of the entire John
Day Basi n.

The tribes intend to manage this | and so that the spawni ng and rearing
areas becone even nore productive as the river banks and riparian areas
are restored fromthe historic effects of |and clearing, channelization
and grazi ng, Brunoe said.

The Forrest Ranch is an exanple of a project selected because of its
scientific nerit. Biologists long ago identified these areas of the John
Day Basin as critical to the protection of spawning habitat and the
recovery of salnmon and steel head, said Steve Wight, admnistrator of
the Bonneville Power Admi nistration.

The tribes showed remarkabl e | eadership and dedication in nmaking this
purchase possible, Wight stated. It has taken a lot of hard work over a
ot of years to negotiate this purchase. Al involved should be proud of
their effort.

This is an excel |l ent nroiect It was annroved hv t he Power Pl anni nn



Council’s I ndependent Scientific Review Panel, and we were pl eased to
reconmend it to Bonneville for funding, said John Brogoitti of
Pendl et on, chairman of the council’s Fish and Wldlife Conmttee.

Under an innovative managenent plan, the tribes propose to manage the
land for the benefit of fish and wildlife while still grazing cattle in
the area. For over a year prior to gaining title to the land on July 2
the tribes had been | easing the ranch and experinenting with ways to
conserve critical habitat while continuing to raise cattle.

We are working to denonstrate to the |ocal conmunity and the regi on that
managi ng for productive habitat conditions while accommpdati ng
agricultural use is a viable conservation strategy, said Shaun
Robertson, coordinator of the tribes’ John Day Basin Ofice. If this
approach is successful, we may generate a broader interest in
conservation options on private |ands, effectively spreading our initial
i nvest ment across a |larger |andscape and preserving additional critica
habi t at areas.

Currently, revenue fromranch operations hel ps pay for inprovenents to
the land and allows the ranch to stay on the county tax rolls with the
sanme agricultural status it had prior to the sale.

Many bi ol ogi sts see the John Day Basin as a test of nature's ability to
rebound on its own. Popul ations of wild spring chinook had plumeted so
| ow by the 1950s that there were no redds (nests of eggs) in the waters
that flow through the Mddle Fork portion of the ranch. Largely due to
the efforts of conservation groups, agencies and private | andowners,
recent chinook returns have averaged around 15 redds per nmile, wthout
any hatchery suppl ementati on. The expectation is that this nunber wll
exceed 20 redds per mle in the nost productive habitat in the near
future through nore focused | and nanagenent.

The John Day Basin is truly a bright spot in the regional sal non

picture, stated Robertson. It’'s clearly an exanpl e of what can be
achieved with a long-termgrass-roots conservation program
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